NOTLA WATER AUTHORITY
Bylaws

The Bylaws of Notla Water Authority be and the same are hereby amended by striking the same in their entirety and substituting in lieu thereof a new set of Bylaws to read as follows:

BYLAWS OF NOTLA WATER AUTHORITY EFFECTIVE
THE 12TH DAY OF MAY, 1988.



ARTICLE I
MEMBERSHIP

	Section 1.01.	Members.  There shall be five (5) Members of the Authority who shall also by called Directors and collectively sometimes be called the Board of Directors, and who shall be elected as provided by the Notla Water Authority Act, approved April 3, 1972 (Georgia Laws 1972, p. 3385, et seq.), as amended February 21, 1984 (Georgia Laws 1984, p. 3618, et seq.).

ARTICLE II
USERS

	Section 2.01.	Eligibility.  Any natural person, partnership, association, corporation, business trust, or body politic or any department, agency, instrumentality or political subdivision thereof (each hereinafter referred to as “person,’ “applicant,” “him,” or “his”) shall be eligible to become a User of, and, at one or more premises owned or directly occupied or used by him, to receive service from Notla Water Authority, (hereinafter called the “Authority”), PROVIDED the system has the capacity to meet the anticipated demand and such service is economically feasible.
	Section 2.02.	Application to Become a User.  Each applicant to become a User from the Authority shall agree to purchase those services available through the Authority (water and/or sewage) and to be bound by and to comply with all of the provisions of the Notla Water Authority Act, Bylaws, rules and regulations (which shall also be known as policy) and rate schedules established pursuant thereto, as all the same then exist or may thereafter by adopted or amended.  Each application shall be executed in writing by the applicant on such form as is provided therefor by the Authority.  The User application shall be accompanied by such fees and charges as may be determined by the Authority, which fees and charges shall be refunded in the event the application is not approved.
	Section 2.03.	User Fee.  The User fee, if any, shall be set by the Directors of the Authority and published in the Authority’s rules and regulations.  The service connection fee shall be such fee as may be determined by the Board of Directors for the tap onto the lines of the Authority and the cost of extending water distribution and/or sewage collection service lines to the applicant.  Such fees shall by published and be a part of the rules and regulations of the Authority.  The Board of Directors shall adopt a uniform policy for deposits to secure payment of sums due the Authority from its Users for charges established pursuant to Section 5.09.
	Section 2.04.	Joint Users.  A husband and wife, by jointly executing the same User application, may be accepted as joint Users; or, if one of them is already a User, may automatically convert into the status of joint Users by jointly executing another application.  The words “Users,” “applicant,” “person,” “his,” and “him,” as used in these Bylaws shall include a husband and wife as joint Users unless otherwise clearly distinguished in the text; and all provisions relating to the rights, powers, terms, conditions, responsibilities and liabilities of a User shall apply equally to them.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing:
(a) the presence at a meeting of either or both shall constitute the presence of one User and, except as provided in the last sentence of Section 4.03, a joint waiver of notice of the meeting;
(b) the vote of either or both shall constitute one joint vote: PROVIDED, that if both be present but in disagreement on such vote, each shall cast only one-half (1/2) vote;
(c) notice to, or waiver of notices signed by, either or both shall constitute, respectively, a joint notice or waiver of notice;
(d) suspension or termination in any manner of either shall constitute, respectively, suspension or termination of both; and
(e) each, but not both concurrently shall be eligible to serve as an officer or director of the Authority, but only if both meet the qualifications required therefor.
Section 2.05.	Effect of Death, Legal Separation or Divorce Upon Joint Users.  Upon the death of either joint User’s spouse, the other shall continue as a User, in the same manner and to the same effect as though such User had not been joint: PROVIDED, that the estate of the deceased shall not be released from any debts due the Authority.
Section 2.06.	Acceptance of a User.  A person shall become a User of, and shall be eligible to receive service from, the Authority upon approval of his application by the Board of Directors: PROVIDED, that any person who has applied for but not been accepted as a User by the Board of Directors since the last-held annual meetings of the Users may, by filing written request therefor with the Authority at least thirty (30) days prior to the next such annual meeting, have his application submitted to and approved or disapproved by the vote of the Users at such meeting, at which the applicant shall be entitled to the present and heard, PROVIDED the system has the capacity to meet the anticipated demand and such service is economically feasible.
Section 2.07.	Service Responsibility.  The responsibility of the Authority for the maintenance of its service lines shall, in the case of water distribution lines, extend to the meter box, and, in the case of sewage collection lines, extend to the sewage tap.  Each User shall be responsible for the water service line from the meter box to the point of service and for the sewage line from the tap to the point of service.  Each User shall be responsible for and shall indemnify the Authority and any other person against injury, loss or damage resulting from any defect in or improper User maintenance of water distribution lines and sewage collection lines which are solely the responsibility of the User.
Section 2.08.	User to Grant Easements to Authority and to Participate in Required Water Conservation Programs.   To remain in good standing with the Authority, users shall adhere to the following conditions:
(a) User Shall Grant Easements to Authority if Required.  Each User shall, upon request to do so by the Authority, execute and deliver to the Authority grants of easement of right-of-way over, on and under such lands owned or leased by or mortgaged to the User, and in accordance with such reasonable terms and conditions, as the Authority shall require for the furnishing of water service to him/her or other Users or for the construction, operation, maintenance or relocation of the Authority’s water facilities.
(b) Maintenance of Rights-of-Way.  The Authority shall have the absolute right to maintain its rights-of-way and expressly agrees that the User, or Users of the User’s family, the User’s agents or employees, tenants or other permissive occupant of User’s property will not interfere in any manner with the maintenance by the Authority of its rights-of-way.
(c) Use of Right-of-Way.  The User shall have the right to use the easement area for purposes that will not interfere with the Authority’s full use of the right-of-way, such as interference caused by the erection, placement, or construction within the right-of-way of any building or other structure; any well, any reservoir; pond or lake or other obstruction; or the change of the ground elevation within the right-of-way.
(d) Violation.  Upon the failure of any User to comply with the terms and provisions of this Bylaw, service may be suspended in accordance with the Policy Bulletin of the Authority and Sections 3.01 and 3.02 of these Bylaws.
(e) Each User shall participate in any required program and comply with related rates and service rules and regulations that may be established by the Authority to enhance water service, more efficiently to utilize or conserve water, or to conduct water quality research.


ARTICLE III
SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION OF USERS

	Section 3.01.	Suspension, Reinstatement.  Upon his failure, after the expiration of the initial time limit prescribed either in a specific notice to him or in the Authority’s generally publicized applicable rules and regulations, to pay the amounts due the Authority or to cease any other non-compliance with his obligations, a User shall automatically be suspended; and he shall not during such suspension be entitled to receive service from the Authority or to cast a vote at any meeting of the Users.  Payment of all amounts due the Authority, including any additional charges required for reinstatement, and/or cessation of any other non-compliance with his User obligations within the final time limit provided in such notice or rules and regulations shall automatically reinstate the User, in which event the User shall thereafter by entitled to receive service from the Authority and to vote at the meetings of its Users.
	Section 3.02.	Termination by Expulsion; Renewal.  Upon the failure of a suspended User to be automatically reinstated as a User, as provided in Section 3.01, the User may, without further notice, be expelled by the affirmative votes of not less than two-thirds of the entire Board of Directors at any subsequently-held regular meeting of the Board.  A suspended User may be heard at such meeting on the question of whether he shall be expelled by giving seven (7) days notice prior to the Board meeting concerning the User’s expulsion.  Notice of the proposed expulsion of a User shall be contained in the agenda notice of the regular Board meeting.  Any person so expelled may appeal to and be present and heard at the next annual or special meeting of the Users, who may vote approval of such expulsion or disapproval thereof, in which latter event such User shall be reinstated retroactively to the date of his expulsion by the Board.  After any finally effective expulsion of a User, he may not again become a User except upon new application therefor duly approved as provided in Section 2.06.  The Board of Directors upon principles of general application in such cases, may establish such additional terms and conditions upon such User as it determines to be reasonably necessary to assure the applicant’s compliance with all User obligations.
	Section 3.03.	Termination by Death or Cessation of Existence; Remaining Partner Continuing as a User.  Except as provided in Section 2.05, the death of an individual human member shall automatically terminate his status as a User.  The cessation of the legal existence of any other type of User shall automatically terminate such status as a User: PROVIDED, that upon the dissolution of a partnership, the status as a User shall continue to be held by such remaining partner or partners as continue to own or directly to occupy or use the premised being furnished service.
	Section 3.04.	Effects of Termination.  Upon the termination in any manner of a person’s status as a User, he or his estate or legal representative shall not be relieved from any debts or other obligations then remaining due the Authority.  Nor shall the suspension or expulsion of a User, as provided in Section 3.01 and 3.02, unless the Board of Directors shall expressly so elect, constitute such release of such person from his User obligations or from any debts or other obligations then remaining due the Authority.
	Section 3.05.	Board Acknowledgment of User Termination: Acceptance of Users Retroactively.  Upon the termination of a person’s status as a User for any reason, the Board of Directors, so soon as practicable after such termination is made known, shall by appropriate resolution formally acknowledge such termination effective as of the date on which the Authority ceased furnishing service to such person.  Upon discovery that the Authority has been furnishing service to any person other than a User, it shall cease furnishing such service unless such person applies for, and the Board of Directors approves, status as a User retroactively to the date on which such person first began receiving such service in which event, the Authority, to the extent practicable, shall correct its User and all related records accordingly.

ARTICLE IV
MEETING OF MEMBERS

	Section 4.01.	Annual Meeting.  For the purposes of electing Members of the Authority and hearing reports covering the previous fiscal year, the annual meeting of the Users shall be held on such date and at such time and place within Union County, Georgia as the Members of the Authority may fix.  It shall be the responsibility of the Board of Members, who are herein also called the Board of Directors, to make adequate plans and preparations for and to encourage User attendance at the annual meeting.  Failure to hold the annual meeting at the designated time and place shall not work a forfeiture or dissolution of the Authority.
	Section 4.02.	Special Meetings.  A special meeting of the Users may be called by resolution of the Board of Directors or upon written request signed by any three (3) Directors, and it shall thereupon be the duty of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter provided in Section 4.03.  Such a meeting shall be held at such place in Union County, Georgia, on such date, and beginning at such hour as shall have been designated by those called the same.
	Section 4.03.	Notice of User Meetings.  Written or printed notice of the place, day and hour of the meeting, and, in the case of a special meeting or of an annual meeting at which the Directors shall determine business requiring special notice is to be transacted, the purpose or purposes of the meeting, shall be delivered to each User not less than ten (ten) nor more than twenty-five (25) days before the date of the meeting, either personally or by mail, by or at the direction of the Secretary or, upon the Secretary’s default in this duty, by those calling it in the case of a special meeting or by any other director in the case of an annual meeting whose time, place and date have actually been fixed by the Board of Directors.  If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States mail, addressed to the User at his address as it appears on the Authority’s records with postage thereon prepaid at least ten (10) days before the meeting date.  The incidental failure of any User to receive such notice shall not invalidate any action which may be taken by the Users at any such meeting, and the attendance in person of a User at any meeting of the Users shall constitute a waiver of notice of such meeting unless such attendance shall be for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business on the ground that the meeting shall not have been lawfully called or convened.
	Section 4.04.	Quorum.  At least one (1%) per centum of the total number of Users present in person shall be required for the transaction of business and shall constitute a quorum.  If less than a quorum is present at any meeting, a majority of those present may adjourn the meeting to another time and date at least twenty-eight (28) days later; PROVIDED, that the Secretary shall notify any absent members of the new time, date and place of such adjourned meeting by delivering notice thereof as provided in Section 4.03.  At all meetings of the Users, whether a quorum be present or not, the Secretary shall annex to the minutes of the meeting a list of those who were present in person.
	Section 4.05.	Voting.  Each User who is not in a status of suspension, as provided in Section 3.01, and who is currently receiving service, shall, if present in person, be entitled to one vote and no more upon each matter submitted to a vote at the meeting of Users.  Any spouse of a User, present in person, shall be deemed to have been given, and may vote, an unlimited proxy from the absent User-spouse, unless such proxy is renounced in writing by the absent User-spouse and filed with the Secretary prior to the meeting.  At all meetings of the Users at which a quorum is present, all questions shall be decided by a majority of the Users voting thereon, in person except as otherwise provided by law or by the Authority’s Bylaws.  Voting by proxy shall be permitted and shall entitle the holders thereof to vote at any and all adjournments of the meeting for which the proxy was given, but shall not be valid after the final adjournment thereof.
	Section 4.06.	Order of Business.  The order of business at the annual meeting of the Users and, insofar as possible, at all other meetings of the Users, shall be essentially as follows, except as otherwise determined by the Users at such meeting:
(1) Report on the number of Users present in person or by proxy in order to determine the existence of a quorum.
(2) Reading of the notice of the meeting and proof of the due mailing thereof, or of the waiver or waivers of notice of the meeting, as the case may be.
(3) Reading of unapproved minutes of previous meetings of the Users and the taking of necessary action thereon.
(4) Presentation of reports or officers, directors and committees.
(5) Election of Directors.
(6) Such business as the Directors shall in their sole discretion deem appropriate for submission to the Users.
(7) Adjournment.



ARTICLE V
DIRECTORS

	Section 5.01.	General Powers.  The business and affairs of the Authority shall be managed by a Board of five (5) Directors, (who are one and the same persons as the Members of the Authority, specified in Section 1.01), which shall exercise all of the powers of the Authority except such as are by law conferred upon or reserved to the Users.
	Section 5.02.	Election and Tenure.  At each annual meeting of the Users, Directors shall be elected by secret ballot, by the Users and from among those who are natural persons; PROVIDED that, when the number of nominees does not exceed the number of Directors to be elected and if there be no objection, balloting may be dispensed with and voting may be conducted in any other proper manner.  Directors may, unless the Users determine otherwise in advance of the initial balloting, be elected by a plurality vote of the Users.  Drawing by lot shall resolve, where necessary, any tie votes.
	Directors shall be so nominated and elected so that one (1) Member shall be elected at each annual meeting for a term of five (5) years.  Upon election, the Director elected shall, subject to the provisions of these Bylaws with respect to the removal of Directors, take office at the next meeting of the Directors of the Authority which occurs on or after the third Saturday of March of the year of the Director’s election.  If for any reason an election of Directors shall not be held at an annual meeting of the Users duly fixed and called pursuant to Section 4.01 and 4.02, such election may be held at an adjournment of such meeting or at a subsequently-held special meeting of Users.  All Directors shall serve until the annual meeting of the Board of Directors at which their term expires or until their successors shall have been elected and shall have taken office.
	Section 5.03.	Qualifications.  No person shall be eligible to become or remain a Director of the Authority who is not a resident of Union County, Georgia and shall at the time of appointment be a User of the facilities of the Authority.  No person shall be eligible to become or remain a Director of, or to hold any other position of trust in, the Authority who is in a competing enterprise, or a business selling supplies to the Authority or who is employed by the Authority in any capacity.  Upon establishment of the fact that a nominee for Director lacks eligibility under this Section or an may be provided elsewhere in these Bylaws it shall be the duty of the Chairman presiding at the meeting at such nominee would otherwise be voted upon, or if the Chairman be not presiding, such Member of the Authority as is presiding, to disqualify such nominee.  Upon the establishment of the fact that any person being considered for, or already holding, a position of trust in the Authority lacks eligibility under this Section, it shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to withhold such position from such person, or to cause him to be removed therefrom, whichever shall be the case.  Upon violation of this Section it shall be the duty of the remaining Directors of the Board to remove such Director from office.  Nothing in this Section contained shall, or shall be construed to, affect in any manner whatsoever, the validity of any action taken at any meeting of the Board of Directors with respect to any matter not affected by the provisions of this Section and at which one or more of the Directors do not have an interest adverse to that of the Authority.
	Section 5.04.	Nomination.  It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint, not less than forty (40) nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of the annual meeting of the Users at which Directors are to be elected, a Committee on Nominations, consisting of not less than three (3) nor more than five (5) persons who are Users, but are not Directors or close relative of Directors, of the Authority. The Committee shall prepare and post at the principal office of the Authority at least thirty (30) days before the annual meeting a list of nominations for the Director to be elected.  The Committee may nominate a greater number of nominees than are to be elected.  Any five (5) or more Users of the Authority, acting together, may make additional nominations in writing over their signatures not less than twenty (20) days prior to the meeting, and the Secretary shall post such nominations at the same place where the list of nominations made by the Committee is posted.  The Secretary shall mail to the Users with the notice of meeting, or separately, by at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting a statement of the names and addresses of all nominees, showing separately those made by the Committee and those made by petition, if any.  Except as provided in Section 5.06, there shall be no nominations from the floor, except that if one or more persons nominated by the Nominating Committee or by petition are or become ineligible, incapable or unwilling to be a director and such fact does not occur or become known until after the deadline for nominating by petition has passed, persons may be nominated from the floor for director; PROVIDED, if because of such a fact there is no nominee whatever by either the Nominating Committee or by petition, the Board shall by appointment fill any vacancy thereby resulting, the person so appointed shall serve for the first year of the term, and such vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the term by the members, as provided otherwise in these bylaws, at the next succeeding annual member meeting. Notwithstanding the provisions contained in this Section, failure to comply with any of such provisions shall not affect in any manner whatsoever the validity of any action taken by the Board of Directors after the election of directors.
	Section 5.06.	Removal of Directors by Users.  Any User may bring charges against a Director and, by filing with the Secretary such charges in writing together with a petition signed by five (5%) per centum of the Users, may request the removal of such Director by reason thereof.  Upon receipt of such a petition, the Board of Directors shall call a special meeting of the Users of the Authority as provided in Section 4.02, unless the annual meeting of Users shall be scheduled to occur within the next ninety (90) days, and if so, said charges shall be placed upon the agenda of the annual meeting for decision.  Such Director shall be informed in writing of the charges at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting of the Users at which the charges are to be considered and shall have an opportunity at the meeting to be heard in person and/or by counsel and to present evidence in respect of the charges; and the User or Users bringing the charges against him shall the same opportunity.  The question of the removal of such Director shall be considered and voted upon at such meeting by the Users and any vacancy created by such User’s vote of removal may be filled by vote of the Users at such meeting without compliance with the foregoing provisions with respect to nominations, by nomination(s) from the floor.
	Section 5.07.	Vacancies.  Subject to the provision of these Bylaws with respect to the filling of vacancies caused by the removal of Directors by the Users, a vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors shall be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining Directors.  At their next annual meeting, the Users shall elect a Director to serve out the unexpired tern of the Director whose office was vacated.
	Section 5.08.	Compensation, Expenses.  The Directors of the Authority shall serve without compensation, provided that such Director shall be reimbursed for their actual expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.
	Section 5.09.	Rules, Regulations, Rate Schedules and Contracts.  The Board of Directors shall have power to make, adopt, amend, abolish and promulgate such Bylaws, rules, regulations (which shall also be known as Policy), rate schedules and contracts, not inconsistent with law or the Authority’s Bylaws, as it may deem advisable for the management, administration and regulation of the business and affairs of the Authority.
	Section 5.10.	Accounting System and Reports.  The Board of Directors shall cause to be maintained a complete accounting system of the Authority’s financial operations and condition, and shall, after the close of each fiscal year, cause to be made a full, complete and independent audit of the Authority’s accounts, books and records reflecting operations during the financial condition as of the end of such year.  Such audit reports shall be submitted to the Users at the following annual meeting of the Users.

ARTICLE VI
MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Section 6.01.	Regular Meetings.  The Annual Meeting of the Directors shall be held on or after the third Saturday of March of each year as provided in the Notla Water Authority Act, as amended, at such time and place as the Directors shall designate.  Those Directors elected at the annual Users’ meeting shall take office at that time and place.  A regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall also be held monthly at such date, time and place in Union County as the Board of Directors may provide by resolution.  Except when business to be transacted thereat shall require special notice, such regular monthly meeting may be held without notice other than such resolution fixing the date, time and place thereof: PROVIDED, that any Director absent from any meeting of the Board at which such resolution determines or makes any change in the date, time or place of a regular meeting shall be entitled to receive written notice of such determination or change at least three (3) days prior to the next meeting of the Board.
	Section 6.02.	Special Meetings.  Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the Chairman or by any three Directors, and it shall thereupon be the duty of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter provided in Section 6.03.  The Chairman or the Directors calling the meeting shall fix the date, time and place of the holding of the meeting.
	Section 6.03.	Notice of Directors’ Meeting.  Written notice of the date, time, place and purpose or purposes of any special meeting of the Board and, when the business to be transacted thereat shall require such, of any regular meeting of the Board shall be delivered to each Director not less than three (3) days prior thereto either personally or by mail, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or upon his default in his duty, by those calling it in the case of a special meeting or by any other Director in the case of a regular meeting whose date, time and place have already been fixed by the Board resolution.  If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States Mail, addressed to the Director at his address as it appears on the Authority’s records, with postage thereon prepaid at least three (3) days before the meeting date.  The attendance of a Director at any meeting of the Board shall constitute a waiver of notice of such meeting unless such attendance shall be for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business on the grounds that the meeting not have been lawfully called or convened.
	Section 6.04.	Quorum.  The physical or electronic presence of a majority of the Directors in office shall be required for the transaction of business and the affirmative votes of a majority of the Directors in office shall be required for any affirmative action to be taken: PROVIDED, that a Director who by law or these Bylaws is disqualified from voting on a particular matter shall not, with respect to consideration of an action upon that matter, be counted in determining the number of Directors in office: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, that if less than a quorum be present at a meeting, a majority of the Directors present may adjourn the meeting from to time to time, but shall cause any absent Directors to by duly notified of the time and place of such adjourned meeting.
Section 6.05.	Attendance at Board Meetings by Telephone or Other Telecommunications Device.  Board Meetings shall be held at a central location, but Board members who are not present in person shall have the right to participate by telephone, subject to any limitations established in rules adopted by the Board to govern such participation.  The following rules will be adopted to help govern the conduct of such meetings:
(a) Meeting-room Equipment.  The Authority shall provide a speakerphone at each meeting, which the Recording Secretary shall connect to the conference at least 5 minutes before the start of the meeting.
(b) Arrival Announcement.  Members who participate in the meeting by phone shall announce themselves at the first opportunity after joining the meeting.
(c) Departure Announcement.  Members who leave the conference or the meeting room before adjournment shall announce their departure.
(d) Motions Submitted in Writing.  Members who participate in the meeting by phone may not submit motions in writing during this meeting, but are entitled to make motions orally.  Members may, however, submit motions in writing by sending them at least five (5) days before the meeting to the Corresponding Secretary, who shall send any such pre-submitted motions by e-mail to all members in advance of the meeting and shall provide copies to the members present in person at the meeting.
(e) Voting Methods.  All votes shall be taken by roll call.  Unless the Board orders a fully recorded roll-call vote, only the number of votes on each side and the number of members present but not voting (including members participating by phone) shall be entered in the minutes.  Business may also be conducted by unanimous consent.
(f) Loss of Meeting-Room Connection.  Any business transacted while the meeting-room speakerphone is disconnected from the telephone conference call is null and void, except that the members present in the meeting room at such a time may take those actions that are in order in the absence of a quorum.
(g) Other Technical Malfunctions.  Each member is responsible for his or her connection to the telephone conference call; no action shall be invalidated on the grounds that the loss of, or poor quality of, a member’s individual connection prevented participation in the meeting.
(h) Forced Disconnections.  The chair may order the Recording Secretary to disconnect or mute a member’s connection if it is causing undue interference with the telephone conference call.  The chair’s decision to do so, which is subject to an undebatable appeal that can be made by any member, shall be announced during the meeting and recorded in the minutes.
Section 6.05.	Meetings Held Electronically.  Meetings of the Board may be conducted by telephone or a computer connection via a secure video/audio conferencing software (a) when the Manager has obtained written consent for this from a majority of the Board members; (b) when so directed by the Board; or (c) in the case of special meetings, when so directed by those calling the special meeting.  Electronic meetings of the Board shall be subject to all rules adopted by the Board, or by the Authority, to govern such meetings, which may include any reasonable limitations on, and requirements for, Board members’ participation.  Any such rules adopted by the Board shall supersede any conflicting rules in the parliamentary authority, but may not otherwise conflict with or alter any rule or decision of the Authority.  The following rules shall be adopted to govern the conduct of electronic meetings:
(i) Connection Information.  The Corresponding Secretary shall send by e-mail to every member of the Board, at least three (3) days before each meeting, the time of the meeting and the phone number and access code, if needed, to connect to the conference meeting/call.
(j) Arrival Announcement.  Members who participate in the meeting by phone shall announce themselves at the first opportunity after joining the meeting.
(k) Departure Announcement.  Members who leave the conference or the meeting room before adjournment shall announce their departure.
(l) Quorum Calls.  The presence of a quorum shall be established by roll call at the beginning of the meeting and on the demand of any member.  Such a demand may be made following the departure of any member, or following the taking of any vote for which the announced totals add to less than a quorum.
(m) Obtaining the Floor.  To seek recognition by the chair, a member shall address the chair and state his or her own name.
(n) Motions Submitted in Writing.  Members who participate in the meeting by phone may not submit motions in writing during this meeting, but are entitled to make motions orally.  Members may, however, submit motions in writing by sending them at least three (3) days before the meeting to the Corresponding Secretary, who shall send any such pre-submitted motions by e-mail to all members in advance of the meeting and shall provide copies to the members present in person at the meeting.
(o) Voting Methods.  All votes shall be taken by roll call.  Unless the Board orders a fully recorded roll-call vote, only the number of votes on each side and the number of members present but not voting (including members participating by phone) shall be entered in the minutes.  Business may also be conducted by unanimous consent.
(p) Loss of Meeting-Room Connection.  Any business transacted while the meeting-room speakerphone is disconnected from the telephone conference call is null and void, except that the members present in the meeting room at such a time may take those actions that in order in the absence of a quorum.
(q) Other Technical Malfunctions.  Each member is responsible for his or her connection to the telephone conference call; no action shall be invalidated on the grounds that the loss of, or poor quality of, a member’s individual connection prevented participation in the meeting.
(r) Forced Disconnections.  The chair may order the Recording Secretary to disconnect or mute a member’s connection if it is causing undue interference with the telephone conference call.  The chair’s decision to do so, which is subject to an undebatable appeal that can be made by any member, shall be announced during the meeting and recorded in the minutes.

ARTICLE VII
OFFICERS

	Section 7.01.	Number and Title.  The officers of the Authority shall be a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and such other officers as may from time to time be determined by the Board of Directors.  The office of Secretary and Treasurer may be held by the same person.  The Secretary and/or Treasurer need not be a Member of the Board of Directors of the Authority, nor a User of the Authority.
	Section 7.02.	Election and Term of Office.  The officers listed in Section 7.01 shall be elected by ballot, annually by and from the Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting of the Board held pursuant to the Notla Water Authority Act.  If the election of such officer shall not be held at such meeting, it shall be held as soon thereafter as conveniently may be.  Each such officer shall hold office until the meeting of the Board first held after the next succeeding annual meeting of the Directors or until his successor shall have been duly elected and shall have qualified, subject to the provisions of these Bylaws with respect to the removal of Directors by the Users and to the removal of officers by the Board of Directors.  Any other officers may be elected by the Board from among such persons, and with such title, tenure, responsibilities and authorities, as the Board of Directors may from time to time deem advisable.
	Section 7.03.	Removal.  Any officer, agent or employee elected or appointed by the Board of Directors may be removed by the Board whenever in its judgment the best interests of the Authority will thereby be served.
	Section 7.04.	Vacancies.  A vacancy in any office elected by the Board of Directors may be filled by the Board for the unexpired portion of the term.
	Section 7.05.	Chairman.  The Chairman:
(a) Shall be the principal executive officer of the Authority and shall preside at all meetings of the Users and of the Board of Directors;
(b) Shall sign, with the Secretary any deeds, mortgages, deeds of trust, notes, bonds, contracts or other instruments authorized by resolutions of the Board of Directors to be executed, except in cases in which the signing and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated by the Board of Directors or by these Bylaws to some other officer or agent of the Authority, or shall be required by law to be otherwise signed or executed; and 
(c) In general, shall perform all duties incident to the office of Chairman and such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors from time to time.
Section 7.06.	Vice Chairman.  In the absence of the Chair, or in the event of his inability or refusal to act, the Vice Chairman shall perform the duties of the Chairman, and when so acting shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the Chairman, and shall perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors.
Section 7.07.	Secretary.  The Secretary shall:
(a) Keep the minutes of meetings of the Users and of the Board of Directors in one or more books provided for that purpose;
(b) See that all notices are duly given in accordance with these Bylaws or as required by law;
(c) Be custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the Authority and see that the seal of the Authority is affixed to all documents, the execution of which on behalf of the Authority under its seal is duly authorized in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or is required by law;
(d) Keep a register of the post office address of each User, which address shall be furnished to the Secretary by such User;
(e) Have general charge of the books of the Authority in which a record of the members is kept;
(f) Keep on file at all times a complete copy of the Authority’s Act and of its Bylaws, together with all amendments thereto, which copies shall always be open to the inspection of any User, and at the expense of the Authority forward a copy of such documents and of all amendments thereto to any User requesting the same; and
(g) In general, perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors.
Section 7.08.	Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall;
(a) Have custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities of the Authority;
(b) Receive and give receipts for monies due and payable to the Authority from any source whatsoever, and deposit all such monies in the name of the Authority in such bank or banks as shall be selected in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws; and
(c) In general, perform all the duties incident to the office of the Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors.
Section 7.09.	Delegation of Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Responsibilities. Notwithstanding the duties, responsibilities and authorities of the Secretary and Treasurer hereinbefore provided in Sections 7.07 and 7.08, the Board of Directors by resolution may, except as otherwise limited by law, delegate, wholly or in part, the responsibility and authority for, and the regular or routine administration of, one or more of such officers such duties to one or more agents or other officers of the Authority who are not Directors.  To the extent that the Board does so delegate with respect to either such officer, that officer as such shall be released from such duties, responsibilities and authorities.
Section 7.10.	Manager.  The Board of Directors may appoint a manager who may be, but who shall not be required to be, a User or Member of the Authority and who shall serve at the pleasure of the Directors.  The manager shall perform such duties as the Board of Directors may from time to time require of him and shall have such authority as the Board of Directors may from time to time vest in him.
Section 7.11.	Bond of Officers.  The Board of Directors shall require the Treasurer or any other officer, agent, or employee of the Authority charged with responsibility for the custody of any of its funds or property to give bond in such sum and with such surety as the Board of Directors shall determine.
Section 7.12.	Compensation.  The compensation, powers, and duties of officers, agents and employees shall be fixed by the Board of Directors.
Section 7.13.	Reports.  The officers of the Authority shall submit at each annual meeting of the Users reports covering the business of the Authority from the previous fiscal year and showing the condition of the Authority at the close of such fiscal year.


ARTICLE VIII
CONTRACTS, CHECKS AND DEPOSITS

	Section 8.01.	Contracts.  Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, the Board of Directors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name and on behalf of the Authority, and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.
Section 8.02.	Checks, Drafts, etc.  All checks, drafts or other orders of the payment of money, and all notes, bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the Authority shall be signed by such officer, officers, agent or agents, employee or employees of the Authority and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Board of Directors.
Section 8.03.	Deposits.  All funds of the Authority shall be deposited from time to time to the credit of the Authority in such banks as the Board of Directors may select.

ARTICLE IX
WAIVER OF NOTICE

	Any User or Director may waive, in writing, any notice of meetings required to be given by these Bylaws.

ARTICLE X
DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY

	In addition to those powers contained in the Act creating the Authority, the Board of Directors shall have full power and authority, without authorization by the Users, to authorize the execution and delivery of a mortgage or mortgages or a deed or deeds to secure debt, revenue anticipation bonds or the pledging or encumbering of, any or all of the property, assets, rights, privileges, licenses, franchises, and permits of the Authority, whether acquired or to be acquired, and wherever situated, as well as the revenues therefrom, all upon such terms and conditions as the Board of Directors shall determine, to secure any indebtedness of the Authority to the United States of America or any agency of instrumentality thereof, or any other lender.


ARTICLE XI
FISCAL YEAR
	The Authority’s fiscal year shall begin on the first day of the month of July of each year and end on the last day of the month of June following.

ARTICLE XII
RULES OF ORDER

	Parliamentary procedures at all meetings of the Users of the Authority, the Board of Directors, or any Committee of the Members of the Board of Directors which may from time to time be duly established shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, except to the extent such procedure is otherwise determined by law or by the Authority’s Bylaws.

ARTICLE XIII
SEAL
	The corporate seal of the Authority shall be in the form of a circle and shall have inscribed on the edge thereof the words, “Notla Water Authority.”

ARTICLE XIV
BYLAW AMENDMENTS

	These Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the Board of Directors in office at any regular or special meeting of the Board, but only if the notice of such meeting shall have contained a copy of the proposed alteration, amendment or repeal.
Adopted this 12th day of May, 1988.

This revised copy of the Bylaws was adopted by the Board of Directors at the monthly board meeting on May 12, 1988.  Section 5.05 is to be deleted and all reference to this section.
This revised copy of the Bylaws was adopted by the Board of Directors at the monthly board meeting on January 18, 2022.


